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Psalms 29:1 - 34:22

Psalm 29 may refer to an actual storm that raged over the whole area of Israel and her neighbors. The writer sees God’s majesty and power in the storm, but Elijah heard God not in the storm but in the quiet aftermath. However God comes to us in our own lives, we can be sure that He will choose a way that we will be able to see and hear if we just stop for a moment to look and listen. Also in Psalm 29 there is an apparent reference to the Flood of Noah’s time. One commentator points out that the word used by the psalmist for “flood” is only used here and in the Genesis story of Noah. He also points out that a correct translation of the psalm would read “God sat enthroned….” (vs.10), pointing to an event of the past.

Psalm 30:9 shows us again what the early Jews believed about the afterlife. This is one reason that having sons was so important to the Jewish men of the time. They could carry on his name, making the memory of his life eternal. Jesus would confirm the later belief in the reality of heaven and eternity with Him.

Psalm 31 illustrates that David always ran to God in times of distress. His experience gave him the confidence to teach others to trust in God for salvation from whatever danger there might be. Are we yet convinced that God is our most solid Rock and Rescuer? Or, do we still on occasion try to handle every problem on our own, forgetting that God is so much more capable than ourselves in any situation? 


Psalm 32 may refer to David’s sin with Bathsheba. It points out the importance of confession to our Lord. David wasted away until he confessed his sin to God and stopped ignoring it or denying it.  Verses 8-9 seem to be God’s words to the sinner, promising that He will watch over the faithful and keep them from running into danger.

Verses 16-22 of Psalm 33 point out that no matter how strong we may be, our strength is nothing compared to God’s. Trusting in Him first and looking to Him for strength is the only thing that can assure victory in any situation.


The preface of Psalm 34 seems to indicate that David’s spirit was aroused to write a song of praise to God for every important incident in his life.  What a witness to us as well—do we take time to praise God for His grace and mercy in our own lives? We may not all be inspired to write songs of praise, but taking time out to be with our God in prayer and praise is one of the most rewarding and comforting things that we can do.
